
December 10, 2024

The Honorable Steven M. Dettelbach
Director
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
99 New York Avenue Northeast
Washington, D.C. 20226

Dear Director Dettelbach, 

Thank you for your service to the American people and for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF)’s work to combat gun violence across our country. We are writing to express grave concerns 
around troubling reports of certain law enforcement officers exploiting their positions to acquire and illegally 
distribute firearms. Reporting suggests that there may be serious systemic vulnerabilities in current machine gun
and sawed-off shotgun and rifle regulations and enforcement mechanisms, jeopardizing public safety by 
enabling the proliferation of dangerous weapons, often into the hands of international traffickers and organized 
crime groups. We look forward to partnering with you to continue to prevent improper trafficking of weaponry, 
which continues as a serious security challenge in the United States and internationally. 

A recent CBS News investigation revealed 58 cases in which law enforcement officers across the country, 
including police chiefs, sheriffs, and other government leaders, have exploited government loopholes to acquire 
and illegally sell restricted firearms for personal profit. One striking example is the case of former Adair, Iowa, 
Police Chief Bradley Wendt, who was convicted of obtaining and selling military-grade firearms. 
Unfortunately, his actions are not an isolated incident, but are part of a broader, troubling pattern—as Wendt 
himself publicly alleged to the media.1 

We note that according to ATF data, 26,000 guns traced from crime scenes between 2017 and 2021 were linked
to law enforcement agencies or the military.2 Other incidents have linked guns procured by American officials 
to Mexican cartels and international trafficking, a serious threat to national security, as available data suggests 
that the considerable bulk of weapons fueling Mexico’s drug violence are imported from the United States.3 
While some of these weapons may have been lost due to negligence, audits and court records further indicate 
that thousands of firearms reported as missing by law enforcement agencies were later discovered to have been 
improperly sold or traded.4 Although Class 3/Title II firearms have long been restricted for official government 
use, this alarming incidence suggests that current ATF regulations are inadequate in addressing this illicit trade.
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We note that while law enforcement agencies must obtain ATF approval to acquire such high-powered 
weaponry, for more than 30 years, there was no comprehensive vetting process to ensure requests were 
legitimate.6 It was only recently, in January 2023, that the ATF began verifying that these requests came from 
valid government entities.7 In spite of this progress, we are deeply concerned that the absence of rigorous 
oversight and follow-up audits has allowed individuals to exploit these loopholes and bypass federal law.

Given the severity and widespread nature of this issue, we request detailed responses to the following questions 
by no later than January 15, 2025:

1. What measures are currently in place to investigate and prosecute cases of law enforcement officers 
involved in the illegal sale of restricted firearms?

2. How many audits has the ATF conducted in the last five years to ensure compliance with firearm 
acquisition and transfer regulations by law enforcement agencies?

3. What were the findings of these audits, and how has the ATF addressed any violations discovered?

4. What enforcement measures are currently in place to prevent unauthorized sales or transfers of firearms 
by law enforcement personnel?

5. How does the ATF monitor the appropriateness and final disposition of weapons approved for law 
enforcement use?

6. What steps has the ATF taken since January 2023 to vet machine gun applications, and how are these 
measures evaluated for effectiveness?

7. What additional safeguards are under consideration to close loopholes and ensure accountability?

8. What additional resources or authorities are needed by the ATF to more effectively oversee independent 
police agencies? 

This crisis demands immediate and robust action. Strengthening oversight and enforcement is not only 
necessary, but urgent to restore public trust and ensure the safety of our communities. We urge the ATF to 
prioritize this issue and provide a detailed account its efforts to address these regulatory gaps.

Thank you for your attention on this urgent matter. We look forward to your response and working together to 
uphold the rule of law and protect the safety of our communities.

Sincerely,

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress
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